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THE CITY RAILROAD QUESTION.
SPECIAL LEGISLATION WRONG,

————————
REFORT OF SENATOR HALSTED.
 ——
IN SENATE, March 3, 1840,

REPORT OF THE MAJORITY OF THE COMMITTED
ON CITIES AND VILLAGES, 1N RELATION TO
THE BILL AUTHORIZING THE CONSTRL CTION
GF A RAILROAD 1IN NEW=YORK CITY, &

Mr. Halsted, from the majority of the Comrmittes on
Citice azd Villages, to which wes referred the bill en-
gitied ** An nct to asthorize the cosstruction of A rail-
o yoad in the Seventh aveue, and through portioon of
= qeriain #treets inthe City of New-York, " submita
the following repert:

Tie bill in question anthorizes (eorge Il Koleay
and cthers, aud their asscciatos, guccessors and ns-
sigre, to lay, construct, opernts and nse a ratlroad
with & double track (or sivgle track in some paris of
the routs) ax follows: Commencing at the southern

ity of the Centrai Park, thence through S«vasth
averus, Gresnwich averae, Hixth avenio, Fourth-st.,

Wooster, Canal, West irondway, Basclay, Greenwich

street L0 place; and thence raturaing taroagh

Barcisy, Chorch, Canal, Gireens, and Eightn etrocte, |

M‘u AVeDUE AD 1 Seventh avenae 1o thepoint o |

begioy also from the foot of the Central Park |

shrovgh Fifty-ninth street to Fifth avenas, aul up

averue to Ooehundred and tenth street, |
ovides for the covstruction of the proposed road
wpun the most approved plan of cily raiiroads; wnkes
it puliject, in respect to rules and regulntions pertain-
iog 1o the licensing of cars,to the ordirapces of tie

Common Couneil of the City of New-York; prolibits

apy bigher rate of fare bian ir charged oo oiber rail-

roads in Lbe City, and empowers Lhe sannoia s, upon
eumplying wih certain conditions respecting compen-
sation and payment, to use existing railrond tracke.

No eonsent nl’ the Carporstion of the City of New-

Yok, ¢ of the citizene, or of the owaere of property

on the line of . the proposed rosd, is r-q;uml; and, by

express terms, the nct of Apnld, 15954, “ relative to

- construction of railroads in cities,” which re-

quires tbe consent of s majority in interest of the

property owners on Lhe route of any city radrond, as a

z’nqu site of Ita construction, is mnde inspplicable

the propoted rond, i o

Nor does the bill contain any provisions requiriog
ecmpensation for the franchise which it vests in the
arsocistes, sither to the inhsbitants of the o'ty orta
the owrers of property on the live of the road, or to
the (¢ atlon, or Lo the State, '

The fiavchise propoeed to be gravted by this Lill ia
one ¢f much value. It is a right of rallway throngs
inporiapt streets and Avenucs, traversing tno entire
length of the City of Now-York, and including in ita
route some of ita most densely popiiated districts, sud
most important business couters of the metropolis;
and it approprister to the use of the mssocintes their
pucosdsurs and Askigne, vo much of these streets aod
aveuues oo le nocessary for the enjoyment of thie nghi,
1t s manifest that before sny Legisiaturs could, with

ioty, ronfer, snd that gratuitously, upon & tew
vate individuale, bowever respe table nod enter
specinl  priviloges, which wil affect the

my and interests u; reat numbors of thulsr h;!;o:-

irrespective of their consent, it shoald be
made &uiy-ppmn! that eoms existing publie ne-

n-.l.?, or some peramount consideration of public

bepebt, requirea nnd jastifies tho sct. The question

Ppresented nt the ontsct, by the preaspt Lill, is not =0

much, ls it proper and expediont for the Legalsture

to grant permission to individunle to ¢ nstract and
operste ralirosds in the City of New-York ! but, i it
proper and expedient to grant sach permizsion, by

Al acte of incorpuration, without refercnos 1o the
will or consent of these who are most immediately con-
cerned in the result, nud withoul compsusation or pay-
wment of noy kind

No one vould for a moment sanetion s legislative
E:l“ of valaable property or franchiss, to s private

vidua, for purposes of gain, withont some ade-
qunte consiceration, The pooplo of thia Siate, by the
express provisions of their fundamental fsw, and by

Jegislative enactments jn accordance with ita dire-

tione, hive declared their aversion to all specinl logis-

Iation, in foriherance of schemes of private profit, amd

will subject to a_jast aud jeslous serating sl laws by

which awy portion of the comnunity are made tue
favored recipionta of excluaive priviloges.

The pnzlertun of thia proposed railrond bave urgad
npon Lhe Conunittes the great poblic besefit woaich
mmh frop the frereased fucilities fo ba furnishod
by this vew livs of commuuication and travel. Ll
the facte and statistics which we addoesd to demon-
strate the propriety and necessity of constrocting new
railroad routesin the oity, even if entitled to sll the

ht clalmed for them, do uot show the propristy of
mecestity of constineting them in the macner provided
&oﬁll In question. I it be conceded that the
ght to build and equip & vew road ongut to be pives,
it does vot fullow that it ought to be given for nuthing,
or without the consent or cooperation of others then
those interestad in the profits of the enterprise. It is
evident that juet iu proportion to the demand which
exista for the lie, is tlw value of the right to construet
and operato it. more it is , the more it will
pay. Thus the main argnment used in favor of the

m&f: a renson for refoning it as a gratuity. 1 the

¢ nsked for ie valueloss, there in no propriety
in bestowing it af all; if it is of value, there is uo pro-
priely in hﬂu'\n',: it us o gifl.

The applicacts for the grant in question do not
elaim any righta superior to those of uthor citizens of
New Yok,  They pose to embetk their capital
and means in the projectad railroad, and aek for the
privileges ':nl:odld o the bill, to enable them toret
n @

-3 A lhunnfnrmed. 'l'lla:;, ooneada, by
present application, that they can have no right to
Mﬁl\fl&gﬂg unlese they are aoquired by sct of the
Legislature. Under existing statutes, ne smhodiod in
the Genersl Kailroad Law, in 1850, and the
act of 1854, above referred to, no such railroad coold
be copstrooted, without the consent of the Corpora
tion of the city, snd of & majority of toe owners of
perty along the lie. The object of the prosent

w i¢ to suthorize its construction without the conse it
of eitber,

But even if it were proper to repenl hoth these lnws,
for the of reaching the reeult thus nimed al,
the gquestion of compen still remaion, It is one
thing to graut a priviloge, and quite auotlier thiog to
grunt the means of using ft; the pressnt application is
ot only for uwgunh- powers, but also for actunl s,
ital, that i, right of ::I" graded, and realy
forhmg the rails; the lpl| have failed Lo
show or justioe of copferring apon thau
=o¢lty fulehium evident nLlll;I:, us 1& ml:l b;:“in nr.dr

. L) t wo a palpable bresct o
trost, sud & ;n«m which would 3&.: & preminu to
wpecnlation upon the basie of legislative favor,

bill i, therefore, linble to the first and
obvious objection, which appears apon ita face, that
it 0 prlufa individuala & valuable franchisc,
without n‘y equivalent or adequate consideration.

The bill is, aleo, in the judgmient of the undoraiznad,
objectionable, innsmuch “ns it is apecial legislation for
o object which can be better attained noder geners
lawe. Section R of article 1, of the Couvatitotion of
1846, provides that corporations may be (ormed under
ﬁ:ﬂnl laws, and that special corporations shall not

ereated, exoent for munoipal purposes, and in cnses
where, in the Jjudgment of the Legilstare, their ob-
Jecta cannot be attained under geovru! laws,

It is troe that the whole subject is thus referrad to
m‘:dpw of the ¢, nud, ns wo assnme,
to the judgment of the slnture of any year: hat it
must bs presumed that this is to be & wise jodgmeat,
founded om all tue facts sud gircumstances of each ap-

tion, and in no cess to be exercised where the ‘-f-

s proposed can be attaized under general laws,
cither existing or capable of epnctivont,  For exam
plo, the obiects of & corporation furmed for the par-
mv! n\-igm%m ocean by steam could be at-

d under an existiog geseral law, ** The steamship
et onda harter would tharsfore be uzneces-
sary; the ol a corporation for the parposeof
wialar nayigation, by some new motive power, of goo-
eral and ackuowledged utilitp, conld be attaised under
8 vew geperal law, to be for the pu of
regulating all similar enterprises, and, in the csse suj-

& apocial obarter would be equally peccssary.

design of the framere of the Constitation, in this |
provieion, was evideotly to prevent the crvation of
oo cnp with ppecial powers and privileges, and
to put all kindred associations vpon an equal footing
of corporate mnmauity, and Huit them by equa' re.
etrictions axd eafeguards, The debates in the Con-
vention, in reference to the sectior, na well &4 its wpo-
wific terms, plaicly indicats this wise and jadicioas ia.
tent. I accordance with this provision of the Cen-
:W. we hldt: the various genersl hlﬂ n::;i
il 8o man ts of private ipdastr
enterprise au,ransul forward, U{u»l Among tlaet% the
Genersl Law, passed April & 1850, Thaisis

leu!ing objaclas

& gwaral law, under which all the
Many

of 1be ion osn be sttainsd.
of the ] to the coostruetion of railroads
in cities. Subdivisiom 5 of section 25 provides that
nothing in the act coutained ahiall be coustrond to so-
thuiize the copsruction of raiiroads pot already loos-
ted on or upor sy strveta in soy city, without Lhe as-
went of the o of city; thus, by implica-
b least, suthorizing their constroction, provided
aseent ie procured. Other provisions of the law |
to the case of city railroads, Bee sob. 7, eccs

10, &e.
e suggested that the present Geveral Railroad
ith as much precision of detail 1o |
of railroads,

T

Jaw does not ‘J oo
railroads in 1he country, the queetion Mu?;

wheiher the objecta of the propesed corporstivas

| hssly repoal of the aets ind

| of & genwen! Jaw, matored in surh & manper ae to pro-

for building city relroade which are pow befare the
Legislature canvol be adtained by & general law, to be
framed with special roference Lo this eabject, If rafl-
roads in the City of New-York are as important and
nocessary s b opresented to we by their advocates,
snd are demscded by publie istercets to the extent
ard in the nombers indi ated by the vanous projects
offered for the ccnaiderstion of the Legislsture, they
shonkd not be crested by separate aot =pecial chartars,
but & system shonld be devieed and put icto oparativa
which wonki sfford proper fenilities for their oonsizie-
tion wheiever required, with propar safeguards for
publie and privace interesis, and proper godraniees
of ueiformity, in referesce to the righta of the corp.ra-
tore =nd their wedes of operation.

The pm;;mad bill would, if enacted, he & atriking
exsmple of the evils of gpacial legi slation on & sabject
which belonge properly, upder onr preaent Conatita-
tion, to the sphers of geporal law, Irevieus I~ igialn-
tures have nlrendy declarad that, io their ** jndgmeat,
two things shonld precedethe establishment of avy
city railrond; fivs?, the sesent of the manicipal corpo-
ration; and, sccond, the sssent of a majonty of the
property owners along the r:pmwi line, If thess jn.
terests nye to he consulted in mny case, they onght to
be consulted in all exses of city rai'ronde, '{.:‘u.'r 12 1o
Fmpmty in granting any one of the applioatioss now
swfore the Legislature, withont gnch assept, more than
suy other: whils to grapt either, withont it, wonld he
to yepenl the general sot of 1550, sod the act of 1851,
and to leave vut of view the provisons of the Cousu-
tation, There ig no such urgency in the mattar, no
ruch pressing ard immizent necessity, ne to require A
as=tion, or &0 evasion of
covetitutions] restsiclions. The waole sulject inight
more appropriately be embraced within L3e purview

tect private and manicipal rights, whils it mbaerves
thoee puvlic inlarests of which the Legaistares are the
conservalora,

In addition the ohjections above considered, anotler,
ard fu some resports n mors eerivng difliclly, remaing
to be coupsidered, It hna been nrged npon the Com-
mittes, by those who oppose the bill ia question, that
it is beyona the scope of legislative juwer to graut to
ipdividoals an ensement or franchise in the pable
etreets of the Ciry of New-York, without the copsent
of the Corporaiien and the property ownirs on sad i
streets, or withont compensation to them. Thess ob-
jactivne have grest forve in themselves, and sre ap-
parently strepgthencd by the course of jodicial dec -
sion in e ent cases involving the guegtions which they
present. It is not the province of this Comumittee, or
of the Sepate, to sdjodicats upon this or any of the
legen] points ruised before them; and it might, perhaps,
#pemm ubnoceseary to consider them, eincs parties ng-
grieved by the paessge of this or kivdred bilis can |
aoply to tue courts for redrese, Bat in regard to 4
(uestion of logisistive power it 18 dne to the eitizens
of this Stete that they should not needleasly be driven
nto litlgstion, by sssumptioes of suthority on the part
af the Legislattire, o matters of doabtfaf jurisdiction,
whers private ends are to be eerved, without sny snch
controliing public good #a to demand & sacrifiee of in-

dividusl rigots. It is, besides, proper to lay before
the Sena'e the prescnt position of so grave o quesiion,
snflicicntly

to enable it to determine whether the bill
ighit not 1o contaiufprovisives for procoring
. sepent than that of the Legisinture, or
FECUTDE Proper comjensation o thosa whose property
or rights it miny affect.

We are asked to gravt to certain private persons &
right of way in public streets in the City of New-York
l;‘thn Legielature hne the power to make the geast, it
is ouiy by virtne of its righit of eminenl domain over
the property of ite citizene, Under this right, it can
crente railronds, snd other roate, and, i newd be,
authorize the taking of privale property fot the porposs
of their constiuction aid use; Lut with this qualifios-
tlom, Imi’-'m:ll by tie Constitution, that such property
cnupot be taken for public nse withuut compensation,
1L js claimpd by the projectors of these city ratlroade
that u:memslinn has mirendy been made to the
adjncent owners, in nll cases wiiere streets have been
opened nnder etatutory provisions, and that the streats
Leirg alrondy devoted to public purposes, no ferther
compensution e vecespary; and thal, in referencs to
nll the stracta of the vity, their lopg ¢odicstion to pub-
lio usea authorizea the crention of réilrosds upon tiem
in furtherance of their original design sod parpose, aod
ak an buproved facibty for locomotion atoog their hoe,
and forthier that the efreets are own i by the corpora-
tion as A goverrment and the supreme power u? the
Stite can direct how they shiall be naed.  To tina, it is
answered by the opponeuts of the bidl, that the strocte
of the City of New-York, witlont exceplion, are
owped either by Frirnle owkers, aubject to the esse.
ment of the public inthem a8 sfreets, or (as in the
great majority of cases) by the eorporation of the eity
W0 fone?, me public streets; that by special sols (chap,
¥, K. Lawsof 1813, sec 178, 192}, sl the estate and
title of the poople of Lhis Btate ln oil the public atreets
of tbo city, have veated in the mayor, aldermen aud
commonaity thercof, in truaf, fur use as stresis or high-
waye; that tho use of the strects, by private individa-
ale, for ruilrond teacks, s ol & used oLtemplsted inthe
origionl design of the street: tostit would be ineon-
sistent with, and a deperture from, such devign, aud,
copsequently, that a legicdative grart, aothorizin
prich new aod inconssent t, for the benefit
private persone, maet be conditioned upon the consent
of, or compeneation to, the private owners or the cor-
poration, ~

Thess are important questions, touching which con-
flicting  views hnve been entertained by diiferent
judges. The ownership of the fee of the streets of the
Cliy of New-York canoot be considered as est ablisbed
by exprees adjndication. It Las not been paseed upon
by the Courtof Appeals, In the case of Willinms agt.
The New-York Centrul Road Company, Judge Salden
remarke: It e claimed, and apparently with much
 joetice, that asto a large portion of the streets the
“fen of the land is vested in the corporstion.”  This,
bowever, is merely & statement of the clum, nota
decigion of the Court apon it. In regard to some of
the styeets pot ineluded inthe ** large portion’” referred
o by the learved judge, it ia claiwed, on the other
hand, that the foo is in the owners of the land on either |
vide, subject to the public sasement in the strosts aa |
streets,  Muouitertly the fee is either ia sach owners, or [
in_the corporation in fruat forever ag atreefs, nnd the |
taking of it without conpensation wonld be nojnst;
woreover, it seetns proper thet where citizens hinve
been aesessead for heuefit 1o the openiog of new strests
through their property, by which its value was en-
batced, they should, in eome way, be compensated |
wien the sume streeta are burdened with o vow use, |
by which the valus of their property may be dimie- i

|

ithed nod thelr business fuciiitios impaired,

The more practicsl, but o less difficalt qoestion,
whether & yailrond is consistent or inooreistent with
tio original design or porpose of & public alreet, has
sleo reosived opposite nod conflicting avswers from |
eminent judges in this State, Dy sune it is reganded
ne o mipg directly and k.q‘:jumlely within tho scupe of
the street or lighway, being mmply a supersdded
method of traveling, which modern invention bas for-
vished to the pul and which fin's its proper posi-
tion on the public highway. Thees views are ex-

ressed by Judges Jones and Edwards in the case of

dake gl The Hudson River Railrosd (7 Barsoar,
<R}, aud by Jodge Fiwards in that of Milbaa agt.
Sharpe, (15 Barbour, 1199).  Precizely opposite ground
is taken by Judge Derio, in the caseof Davis act,
Tle Mayor, &o., (4 Kernap, 501): and by Judge Nel-
den v Williams sgt. New-York Uertral Railroag Com-
psvy (16N Y. Reports, 0. A few extracts from the
two coses Jast cited will be anpropriate:

A mailrosd,” says Judge Deuio, in Daviesgt. The Mayor, 4
Ker,, 5, * Las 00 secessary relation to, or dontection wilk, &
common highway of strest. 1t may be laid aloc g the eaiface of
wuch & Tosd whe e the grade will permit i, but it ey equally
weil tun threogh the sountry, reote from s hl’,"‘l’. atd ppon |
» lovel grsceated for the purpoen.  When s ralirosad snd & high-
way colveide, the clicumstanos in dhiply sovidestal. They are
srperate aod @latinet agencies to fa litate pasage sud w =
ditlering from each other In many ssscutisl panicuiars, The
b et of & bighway of szeet 18 10 afford to every citiren an
Uppertunity to pass on fiat, or with bis borees aud carriagcs
from one lorality to anotber | and (1 be sssrntial 10 the logal ldes
of such & rond Lhas it atall b common to sl *

' Now, & railroad @ors pot ‘aotiliate tzavs lug ou oot or on
Borscbank, ox with one's own ostrisges. 1t doss Dot groerally
wdenit of those metdode of passage, althoush. where tbe tuilroad
carviages are not moved by the power of resm, bat by bomes,
the tracks, Whete they ¢0 ot rise sbove the strest level, may
be mafely cooered, aud, 10 8 Jlulted extoct, may be caed for
passtug wngthw b i, bowever, ouly ieidectal, nod not
s oeovesary featuee of & raliroad.  Those who nee s raliroad for |

Ill_ uper purpuses do pot travel scosrding to taetr owy
vol tos, bot ste teameported, ke freight o baggese,
by the jJropretors i thelt own  veblews,  Bot
the fealure  which moet widely distingulihes & il

road t!m.- opdinary highwaye and strests s, (hat the former
e moatint menopo'y, entirely sxcinding all es of competition
A travelr whe -41?.’0 upon & Teilross woet take bia nt:‘lln the
cattiage of Lo propustore. and pay taem the pricn of bis traue |
prtmsion  The uatore of the subject toquies & uoity of eun
wol apd marspeinest, which precludes the exieteace f com
Pt g cartiagrs ;
-, ucge Selocn nses the followlng langnage (16N, Y.
Rep. U7}
“'Che orly plaoeible grourd which can be taken ls that whish
wus assiined 1 the caee o The Preckplerinn Sxiety af Waser-
o ve. the dnburn and Rochester Ravrord (cmpany [wugm),
and which hes a'ss been ssswiued bere, via: Thaito couveni s
bighway inio s rubioed tiack is 00 watenal chavge (5, o1 en
lapematd of the uses to whivh It wae origlially dediostad that
1t e remstruetion of & relircad A bighesy w siuply ace of
e masdes of e owpltubiog We objet of tar original delite
l‘st. vie., that of estings tocroughfate and passsas-way fur
e pabie; in wbor, that the railrond 0 8 species of Digoway,
acd that the two uses ste sutwtaszially Mentical

“ But, te this ssvimption fost T Are the toro ars he same !
1f the anly dig Jete d i Jurthon of & gew mo.
Lve pawor, it woold uet be material.  Bat e there no dlattzoton
Lotwesl the cotoman right of evety Bias to wee Lrop e Tond o
ocuve)snce of Mo own of will, and the iyt of a oorpustion to
Upe Ith OWR Culrve, fo the spalueioe of all rer; belween
tho right of & tiasi te travel iu his own carrisgs without pay, and
:":"}5“-"-“,“.‘01' the car of & ialiuad company on payiog

1t mway be said that Lhe ise of the road &t 8 commnn bighway
te oot subsvited; thal o man may o i drive bla own cantivge |
cpaon B Without pausiag to uotioe the fallacy of this srec.
Rty and the tmpractisabilty of the enjoyuwest of oo o rigst
w i re palleond tralee nie paasing aod repasalr g evesy saif Loor
let e ook af the subiect tn aother point of view. Tight of
e |~:N=: 10 & highway 'e s easement, anud oue that 1o vested la

the whe 18 Dot the right of &
bas the ¢ 4@ copntzuct ite track -.-':.";.‘5.”&’“.:' ll".-u
weni | Tobs campod be dealed, o Lhat the Injter casewent is

, allude toa le

wrjered, pot by the prblic ot larre byt by a e T pOratien— bernie
it Wil pet be prete nge d toal every mas @ond Dave 8 ight 1o g0
and lsy down tis tmbare and his ron 188, end make 8 rallsoad
upen s bighway  Here tomn, are 1w sasements; one vestnd i
e pubilic, the otber lo Lae inliteed compasy. Thete stangeiie
are propety, and that of the rally ad company Is valushie H . w
wab it sequired | Iy oas ceel the sompary toikiog Toe toeory
ot be that It e cazved ot and 'o & patt of l3e padie s
ments, and la, therefore, the g% (120
i It was given salely st the sipruee
marifent that 4 U ot the jolnt cxpenee of Lae
ower if the fee. (ughs Bob tee atles, then, to
mited T

Turrirg from these points, we find that the Conrt of
Appesis, in Davis agt. The Mayor |above referred W
haa decided that the corporativn of the City of Now-
York ie zot, by virtne of ita genersl power gver tha
#lieets, authoriges to grant, in the maoner aitompted
in 152, to an nesocistion of persocs. the right to aoe-
struct s1d maintain & railway on the streela fir the
treneportation of paaeng<ra for private cain; eod
ench & grant, if made, is void. From that it i3 argasd
that the Legislatore sas the power, and tust o lke

the pudie.
bile and the
Ve ek 33~

hlie. Thls would do |
Bat it §a | T

bis gunboate. To this Yatter [ oonkd pot immedists
disability of wy rizit arm from & boil,
am ahle tomes 1t agnin, and [ anzeer yoo, my old
aed sterhing friend, as t our * litde pavy” thos: —
What jou eay yoo keard e relste oo thal pabjestin

eotrect, and 1 hlstory of thing le thin: In oar attack |

on Trpol in 104 ender Commudors Preble, we had the
iz gngboatsr, loazed to car eervies by the
> of the two Siclies, Lhelr coustraclion, however,
being devigoed ooly for the deferse of Naples Bay,
apd the [slands thersin: they wers clamay, ipactive
yessole, had to eail, bad to rivw, and bad fur our rmall
vessels to tow in & bigh wind aud roogh ees, bat when
ogoe got ander their bateries for acion, they proved
mwoet efficiert and powerfol anxi'ianes, sgainst parma

vent works of opposition, sod be oz somll themacives

| neap object to fire at. At the poiot blank rangze of &

| irg.

grart Ly net of tae people of thia State would not be |

vuid, even if it made 00 provision ‘or entsent or com-
pepsetion as & ecnditios precefent to its enjoymest.

——

But 1t seews difficalt 1o ruaintain this propoeition, |
Pprop

when we cousider that the people of thia Sta.e bave
airendy, by solemwn lezisiativo acts, in the several laws
for the vpening of streete, &r., veated in the porpors-

ticy, it trust for the citizess, &l the right, title and |

olait in the strests, and that these atreets are now
Leld by the corporsiion, o their oapaci'y of trustees,
ne property devoted Lo cortain and apecific usen, unices
we ars prepared to say that their oecupstion by prie
vats corpurstions for railrond purposee ls not 4 dejar-
tare from such peen, 10 0t e, toen the Legisiature nsg
£o mors power to take streets for railroads, without
eorsent or compensstion, than it would have to take
the 1 for matkets or sracpale,

) take privale property iz the City of New-York
fur m street, it is pecessary tomake compeneation; th
streot thoe taken continued to be property inthe Lands
ol the corpurstion as & strect just na much sa it was
property in the Lands of the originel ownere pa land
it conliruss to be private pro[-eﬂ?r, i
the men o'pal corparntion, called the
men sud Comnmonslty of toe City of New-York, whien,
though a puhl
Fpeet Lo itk nig
on tle same footing as individoals (Skelban agt
Sharp, 15 Barbonr, 100, Can the Logisistare take
this property and give to six cr eight, vat of the six
or vight hordred thonesyd inhahitacts of the city, a

it boudy in cortain agpacte, stands, in re. |
s and dutlen rela’ing to trust property, |

e. property of |
llrtyr.r? Adder- |

new and peentiar easement or franchise i it, without |

copsent o compensation | Whatever may be thonght
of the geveral question respecling the difference ba-
tween n oireet and & raiiroad, tlere is certainly & plain

| difference between the right of the public to use a

atreet iotieeriminately sud the right of & swall nom-
ber of persons to maintain A rallrosd onit. Cas such
# private frarchiss bo esrved ont of & pablic right of
way without copsent or ermpensation !

1 this view of the subject there 18, tharefors, oo Yit-
tle dould resting upon this question of legielutive pow-
of, The undernigued do not undertake to pass opoa it;
thoy simply present it, so that wiso and jadicions ac-
tion may Lo taken, Tlesly legisiation on o linjoriant
& enbiset would be impolitic spd oneafe,  Grants
which it seems proper tO make this year msy appear
improper & year uevee.  Tho whole subject stould be
cousidered n all ite mepects, and settlod npon & ba-
sie which will secure the righta of all concerned in it

The grest importauee of the question, and the mag-
ritnde of the nterests which it affzcts, have induoes
the oudergigued Lo give (o 1t 50 extended & Considers-
tion, They are of opnion that ietead ol enicting tie
propoeed bill, or further corsidering the varions ape

24 ponnder, they were hard to bit; atalitte thorter or
Jopger distaree, all firing at them became random fr-
Nuw forthe a'tack of ships under a hreezsin
bottomlers places, or where & ship couid get anchor-
age ard springs on Ler cnble, tuay were almost aseless;
bt where asnip became & red olisct, by calms or
grouvpdlog, they wers then most efficient foreouttiog
them to pieces, 6t compeiling & snrrender.
Commuoidore Prebia wrote strongly to the (iovern.
ment of the Ueited S:ates to pend him a dozen of them,
of sach copstrnetion ag would ansble them to savigate
the Atlantic and the Mediterranean Ses io safety, and
capable of being moved with faeility. with wind or
oats; this was done apd the fimt twelve were cone
strocted and seet out,  One only was Jost oot of that
st ber, and they wonld ba V!

roved all that could be
wished, had they bean ured &t Pripoli.

The apsropriations for the guoboats bailt afterward
was obtaiced from Congress, nnder the pretext of has-
bor defanses; at that time 1500) 130 bosts were bailt
r. | Linve seen since in Mr, Jetfurson's
first published letters, thut as war was a2 toat tioe al-
mus=t inevitahle with Spain, e had intended them es-
pecially for aa mituck on the Islsnd of Caba, s the
most ¢ficient mesns of blockatng sl tasic vatporte,
azd for the attack of their protectiog batteries. | pra-
sumed At that time the intanded war sgainst Npain
grew out of our extensive claime on that country, for
onr deprivation of the gight of deposit at New-Or
lencs, granted by Spain le 1700 ja perpsioity to the
irterier cotmerce of the Usited Bistes, 1 wellre-
coliect that in coteequerce of Mr. Jefferson's hav-
ing in biz message to Congrers, at the seasion of
Deceinber, 1365 rexmmenced somethiog  like o
war on Spaip, whith he &t the samz time counter-
neted throogh o Lack door message ” (a8 Mr, Rin-
dolph tertoed it), and which cansed Mr. Handolph's
degerting him asd making s violsnt opnoaition spsech,
ageainet han, and his double policy  Mandolph wea
then, I thick, Chairmsn of the Commites of Finsnes
in the then Congress, 1

The letter I refer to, 1 may

| Linve seen among the correspondence Mr. Jeff-rson

vial projects now Lefore the Legislatare for railroads |

in the City of New-York, ruch products are, g8 alove
stated, more properly sulijects tor a genersl law, and
they respectfully suggest the following an the leadiog
rovisions which swoull be incorporated (o suth o
aw:

1, Similar requirements a8 to organization, capital,
lisbility of stockholders, & c., na are now contained i
the genersl ralirond aw,

2. Suitable provisions to prevent injury to persans
uud property in the construoion of the roads nd their
Operation,

B, Such regulutions as to loeating the route, &o., a2
to silurd potiee aud opportunity for objections, if avy
L 411

4, The conscut of the corporation, and the sule of
the frenchise under proper superyision, so &8 to crents
A revenue to the city, aud thus compengate the corpo-
ration where the fee of the atrects1s in them as trus-
tees for the polilic; and where the fee is ic private
owperk, subjest 1o the public easement Gf any such
onfe existe), compensation to them for the burden snid
irjury created by the sppropriation of the street to
railivad porposea,

J. B. HALSTED,
JOUBN E. PATERSUN,

PESIDENT JEFFERSON S :UNBOATS.
e s

By pennizeion of Commodore Kesrny an d the polite
nees of a friend, The Jowrnal of Commerce has been
fnrnisbed with copies of the following corresponderce
between Commodores Stewart avd Kearny in relation
to President Jefferson's guaboats, By not of Congress,
Feb. 3%, 1803, 15 gun hosts were oniered to be buiit;
by act of March 2, 1805, 25 boats were crdered; by
sct of April 21, 1806, 50 boats were ordered; aud by
act of Dec. 18, 1807, 153 boats were ordered, makiog
in all 238 boats:

Witrann's Horye, !
Washington, 1, C,, Feb, 22 15508, §
To Cnanves Brewanr, veg,, CoMMODoRE:

I readivg the epeeches and comments made in rels-
tiom tothe acauimtion of Cobs, 1 have been strock
with the fsct that o mention i made of the inteation
of Mr, Jefleraon to make o deecent opon that island
before the war of 1812, sod for this purpose had cansed
to be built 8 large pumber of guvboais, afterwards eo
moch ridicoled a8 useleas, Nor do 1 pow resollsct
aver baviyg heard the troe object wiich Mr. Jefforson
had in view in Lis punbost systemn, cxcspt from your-
self, i Yy Iemory serves me.

My objuct in writing at this time, iato elicit from you
a statement of your kuowledge of the purpose of Alr.
Jeflerson in building those boata, aé digclosed Lo you st
that titne, by the President himeell; and o order to
L certain that I did ot misunderstand you, I will
endeavor to recall & subdeet of eonversation we had
some eight or pine yeors ago at the National Holel, in
this city.

Yut will remeber that in the year 1807, shortly af-
ter the affair of the Chesnpenke aud Leopsrd frigntes,
wany yourg mwen goug bt to obtsio nidshipmen's war
nnte i the Navy. Awmorg the rest, your humble ser-
vant received one, and while expecting to be sent to
gen in purenit of an eremy, nnd in defence of the flag

R e .

|

#0 Genr to every American boy, 1 was employsd on |
punbosts in New-York harbor, not in gusrding the |

eliores of my native land, but excluslvely engaged in
the perfonotnce of & kind of police doty under tbe

bad with Mr. Merzae of Lephors, who put into my
Lands all the letters of Mr. Je ferson, addressed to him
after cur revolutionary wer had termiosted, up to
1507, D'was then specding three mocths in Pled on
the Arno, while my vesael, the Hibernis—in which I
war then engaged on a voyspe to Calootta —was col-
lectivg hir funde in 8 5-‘.-&.1. wid selliog her
enrgo from Poiladelptins, It was anong thoce letters
of My, Jetfarson that I saw his rensors for not eater-
ing into the views of the wror Paal of Rassia,
who, when abont Lo meke peace with the Stlisn of
Tarkey, proposed to Mr. Jeflerson to ingert in the
tremty wu arvels to onen 1o tie flygof the United
Srates the oommerce of Turkey in Egrope, and that of
the eborea of the B'sck Ses, provided the Unitad

Staten would aceredit 8 Ministar to and from the eme |

pire of Terkey, and that of Rasis, It #truck me

forcibily at that time, that Mr, Jofforaon lost & valaable
* band maid to sgneaitore and macofaetur-a’’ e
well an strong friends in thosa two powers, for the

promoticn of vur relatione with those of Tauis, Tripoli
and Algiere.
You eee [ have given you a ** Roland for yoar (Vi-

Vir. Truly yours, C. L. BiEwart,

MISCELLANEOLS.
—
Jobn MceMahon, who debanched the youngest
daughter of Steplen Overby, and then marlared ber

father in an aflrsy, was sentacced at Knoxville, Tenn | |

Inst week, to be huvg on the 27th of May next. The
prisoner listened vnmoved ontil the seotence of death
was pronounced, aed then zave way L) a ool of tears,
ard lond wailing of despair,

Exira Jrptinar Procerpiyes is ALARAMA.—A
strapge organization was inangurated by alargs pub-
lic meetivg, ot Codar Grove chorch, Bibb county,
Ala,, the th ult.  Onr cotemporariea call it u Vi
gilence Committee, and nll good sad honest men of
that and sdjolnivg counties who are in favoe of peace,
quiet ard good order, ere invited t) become membera

of it.  And for Lhis parpoes 8 book hisa been opencd |

in which citizens ara to exroll heir names, aod thoea
thue cnrolled are to conetitute what is oxlled & general
cominittee, The cLairman of this committes i3 cloth-
ed with power to gall & meeting of the same *' at any
time i plece bo MRy s proper,’ Moreover, ** if

s macy e twenty shall aszemblo in obedience to such
enll, they ehindl fort a quoran for activn, ' aod io the
sbeenve of the regular chinirman. may appoiat & taw-
purary one for the travsnction of pusicess, The ua-
aurr]ui the husiness 18 clearly set forth in the followiog
resolution:

apever thils Commities, 80 amembled by
man, et ot any of toeir tegalsr moetizgs,
apeid deurutice auy mes ae s bad mat

e Mong bobees tien, Lhat toep It e
! o bo expelied ficin the neighborhood | and
&l ALy pericn of Pefeons who may, by mbd meens if posis
sud stera meste if cocesesry, pel anca man tu move, sasl
be entitied o the thauks of the commenulty ot large,

But this in potall, The Chmirmas of the aforesnil
Generai Cowuii'tee is suthorized to nominats s * 5
eret Committee”’ of pot less than tive nor more than
fifteen ** good and true men,” whoee duty it shall be to

revall npon sl bad men, wio have been dencunced

This * Secret Committes
“or any one cutside of i shall ot know” who are
the members thersof. 1t is elothed with power to
elect ite own Chairman and to arrange its own place
of action. 3t s 8'e0 to bold its meetinga secretly und
to nct sectetly, the members tuercof using * suen dis-
“opuises ne will e@uctunlly prevent disclosure of their
¢ persors.”

SALE AT THE REsinEsce oF THELATE P Barros
Key,—The admiostrator's eale of the furniture and
honzebold effscta of the Iate I'. B, Key, was com-
mepeed 8t Washirglor on Filday, Mctinire & Co.
beir g the auctiorecrs, The Star gays that atthie hour,
s umber of earrisges wers drawn up bofore the Rey
homse on O strect, and iwdoors & goodly sesemblags,
tho ladiea largely in the predominant, was gather-d in
the perlors or stresming up and dosn the staircases,
Some dissppointment was expressed by the ladies, in
the fact that the Louse was much more pleioly furnished

| thar was anticipated, capecially the lower rooms, Tha

non autercourse and embargo acts, in * bringing to” |

aud searching vessels of wy own countrymen, while
r:::“ih‘ the door of conunerve in the facc of Kog-
land,
1 well remember the rebukes this sort of sorviee
brought upot the guebost navy, and those cogayges in
it, and the epithets neva in der'sion wers in no wise
cholve that neesiled, persouslly, us in those days,

I nlwnys thought that I baa more than wy share of
that kind of duty imposed upon me, aud that 1 bad
pot & fair chuzee for distisction in Lhe earlior years of

| my navel Lfe,

Un the ocossion to which I allude, st the Nutional

ote!, while in convereation with you, 1 was cowplain-
ing ot what I considered tho uzjest trestment toat I
had encoustered, o beivg kepi so loog on daty in
these Lubbosts, st once whsome to me, aod distaste-
folto the people, nod the oflicers avd wen oo board
etid boate; and 1 war conderuniog the whole gunboat
s¥#tels f1omn stem to stern as izsufliciest, and almost
useloss ne s comst guard, or fur offersive operations
BERILED AU enemny, apd was lawerting whal 1 conceiy-
eil to have been & tutal waste of the best years of my
life in the Navy

Now, By dear CommoZore, it was on tifat occasion
you tolt me the genboats were pot iotended as a cosat
guard ror for the ususl purposes of naval warfare,
but really intenced fur & descent on the Islsnd of Cubs,

|

with 8 view to ita oc-upatim or ampexation fo the |

United Sta'es; apd at the same time you recalled to

wy mind & fsct that there were then some bundred |

and sizty or eizhty gunboata io all built, sud stationed
slong the cons: from Ma'ne to Georgia, sppareatly as
a connt-guard, and that they were s0 stalionad really
with n view to decetve foreign powers as to the pur-
poee for which they were intesded; that they were
gradual’y brought to our Southern oesst, until there
wein several fiotillns in those walera preparatory to
the intewded attack apon Cuba, #o that but for the
travepiricg of some event, postibly the approach of
bostilities with Ecgiasd, growiog cul of the orders 1o
counct), atd impreasinent of 0Or 8B seainen Gpan the
high ecar, nrid the ** Chesapeake affair,’ the scheme
of Mr Jefferson for the acquieition of Caoa wonld have
been ewrried ont, avd Unba would have been ours.

In covcluding this Jovg communication o ope whose

! beart, ever wann to the Lopor sed interests of & coun-
| try be bhas ro loug, 0 ably and so Mui!{ perved,
[

o apo'egy 8 pecvssary, | bot sebamit it, nig per
nisseion (o wake public such facts as you may thisk of
any importance (to bistory| in your reply.
I s, very reapectiully, your obed vnt orvast,

(3igued) L KBaRNTY.

Boroestos, K, J., Mareh 3, 1859,
Cart. Lawnesck Kearsy, U, 8. N.—Dear Sir:
| '.ZB“O_%I.\II received your lth‘ﬂnp]} of yesterday, pre-
ceded by ope from Mr, Crablbe avd Cact. Eagleon the
fame sobiect. 1 Lave vot received your letter of Fri-
day Iaet, but presame it is onthe way, You probably
r you wrote we dated Feb. 22, alt.,
making Juquiry io reletive @0 Fresident Jeflerson and

furnituze of some of the upper rooms, however, mads
amends inits polid mabogauy respectability,

Mr. Key's chamber, froning on C strest, wae fur- |

nirked with ratber Spartan ke simplicity—a plain
bed, medinm gized choeval ginse, smail mantle clock,
& ¢, andtbe wals adorned wih & single print—Fuaony
Ellsler.

In the chamber sbove thia, a curions group were
overbaaling the conterte of & stuall closet, which held
the military (captain's) equinmenta of the deceased—a
psir of old fashioned brass Lores pistols, & haudzome
eword, and on a lower shelf & hat-box, enntaining the
well-remembered ** Montgomery Guarde” eap worn by
Litm when in command of that t'um%w)'. In & recess
Ly the closet #tood a five gifle, with barrel sighta,

In the nurecry, much altention was sttracted to &
beauntiful miniature lonse, some five faet in hight, and
which, with ita tiey green blinds, carpeted royms, and
cortained nod glazed windows, most have been the
warvel and delight of the children for whom it was
procared,

Cuance oF Boasting o Mas Avivg,—A 048 in-
volving circutnstasces of unparaleled strocity is re-
potted in o foreignpaper. Two engipeers of a staam-
er ewployed iv & mal service batwaen Rio and Pana-
ma, wers recently brought np before a police mazis-
trate in Liverpool, charged with roasting ore of the
“gonl passers ' to death. It appeared that the de-
consed, overpowersd Ly the beat of the hold, had

given out, avd iaid himeelf down on the deck, unable |

to work, The chief epgineer sent him below, aad
eaused him to be tied to a ladder between two forrace
doors, within two and a balf feet of one fire,
ard within three and & balf feet of the other. The

fires were lighted, were ragiog Earcely, sod
were  repewed twice wiile the misa remaived
tied, Ope of the witnessess said bhe himself

eould ot stand the heat three minutes, and he
shipped s 8 soker. The vietim of this babarity
prayed to be released bt was conficed ha'f an hoar,
st the exd of which time he was carrisd to the fore-
casthe; before the rest watch he was thrown over-
board, and ope of the witnesses, the man who ent him
from tl e lacder, thonght he waa dead before he waz
prmoved from the fire,  The pames of the epgineors
are Johw Bucbepan asd Archibald Mitcheli, The
prine of the decessed waa Thomas Landon, The ves.
s¢! was the Hogota, Mitohell was commitied without
bai'. Bechanan was bailed,

Fiotrnrs—At & recent sale in Canrleston, Wash-
irirton Allston’s * Spulstro or Bloody Hand," & pictare
2 feet by 18 inchos, of which the anhjsct is frum one
of Mre. Radel:Ts novels, bronsht 3,011,

A Lovsy Scesk 1y tur Marse Hovsz or Rep-

grepstaTivie.—Onr Aogneta (Me.) correepondent, |

saye The Boston Traveler, farrishes the followirg ao-
oourt o' & lats ivcident in the Maine Legislatare:

* Qui*e an affrsy was pipped in the bad at the lobby
of the Haii of the Huase of tatives, on Sat-
ur sy morping !sst, before the bour of meeting, Per-
be, # you are aware that & very beated delale bas

y the Genersl Comnuttes, to leave tha commanity, |
2 is 10 be constituted by the |
Chnirman of the General Comuittee ** that he himself, |
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heen geirp or for o fem Jays past in relaticn to the

Arpoetock Rateond, Az, Prke of Calaia agaiset it, and

Mr. MeOri #of Basgor i faver, Johs A, Poor of

Portiand. who is & stropg sdvocate of the road, was ln
| argumert with Mr. I"k+, when some ciruag Isnguag:
was uasd, secompanied by & gestare of the arm of Mr.
Poor, whice aseidestally hit Mr. Pike, wien an eu. .
connter vuseed, bot wea checked at once by the inter-
fersnee of friends of the partics.  Both
gret their rashpers, aed pothing of tha
ikely to .
| awsre, is hosband of the amisbie sod talented author |

of lie May and Aguee,”

A Wasnerise Pristen—Karl Ungling, 8 jour-
neyman prigter, died at Detroit, & few Jaye ago, afier
wanieripg over & Iarge portion of the world,  Accord.
ing to Tee lare Ntatermas, he was banished from
Hadep, Germany, for participating in the rev. lation
of 158¢8, lIi# renched the United Stales jost in time to
volunieer in the Moxzican war, spd was wounled ned
aisfignred for life at the ba‘tle of Harna Vieta, After
the war, be traveled from Mnine to Lonisinua, and to
the frontiers of civilization, as 8 journevisn printer;
commencsd the first German paper ever pablished in
sap Frapesco, snbeequently joined a theatrieal com-
pasy io UClncinoatl, and was every whers known as s
schuiar, puet, masiciae and wit. [le pever remained |
lorg evough in ove place to call it his home, but |
wherever be wept he kot friepds who admired hiz ex-
waordinary talents snd his charscterisic vegaries,
He could spin 8 yarp, write a poem, neke & apeech,
sieg & sorg, bring & melady from & guitar, or tip
glnes of lager beer with nuequaled epirit aad cosmo-
politan e'egance,

Tracsoy 18 New OrLEass,—On the 1ith Mareh,
at o ball in New-Orlears, Autoine Cambre killed a
Spaniard pamed Manuel Saarez, The hnmicide was
committed during n desperate fight between the
perties, The Crescent anyu:

“ The Louisiana ball-room is oue of thoss places
whieh have sstahiished themselves ma permatencied |
in ail maritime citiss, spd which is persittad to exis!
oely nnder the most stripgent police regalatises, and
with the comeent of such respoctable people A mvy
reride in the neignborhood. Men most noted for theie
eool conrage, phiysical strength and pollos experience,
are generally selccted to preserve the pesce at such
places, ard Cambre was employsd as commilasary of

the Lonisiana ball for his possession of all the above
qualifications, Every ans visiting the Louisiana ball
is felt and rearebed for weapons, by an utficer specinlly
employed for that ¢aty, o weapens of noy kind being
allowed in the room, Gow Saarez got in with hia
rszor, is A mystery which the examinic; officer alone
can explaie, it saybody.’

Tixisa ax Oati wirh Groven Huvn.—A good
deal has beep said lately in Eogland, npon the decision
of Mr. Baron Bramwell, at the last Livérpnol nasizes
tonching the form of taking ap oath, The learned
Baron ruled that there was no law or obligation to
take off the glove when mn onth was taken, and he
arcordingly rece ived s onth from A pereon who held
the Bible in & gloved hazd. In toe loscivent Debtors'
Court, on the 24 inst., 8 similar matter turned up; and
Mr. Commissi ner Murphy, whe resided, sa'l he was
awere of the decision of Mr. Baron Bramwell, but he
thooglt it betrer to adhers to the old cnatom, Az tha |
tenel of the Holy Book was, in his opicion, to bs by
the paked hand, and they all kvew that when the
krights were aworn they alwnya took off their gaont- |
jete, The opimion of the Comnissioner was acqui
vserd it by the ber, 84 respectfal and impressive, aud
on these gronnds desirable, even thoagh a lagal an-
thoiity to perfurn the act with an upgloved band
vould not be shown, [ Boston Courier,

Foors 5ot atL DEAD.—Beven companies 1+t oar
eity yesterday for the mines. Some wore well pro- |
yided snd will bave & pleasant trip, otbers Tiad o mod-
erste ontfit, sud will probably get throngh in wafety.
But one compaey embraced an smount of fool hard -
pess wi are pained to record,  This company consistad
of sixteen aple bodisd fellows with blankets, picks aod
pans strapped to their backs. Their entirs lot of pro- |
v s'ons covaisted of 40 1be, of erackers and & quanstity
of galt—the latter bewng barely sutlicient to presery:e
the f rmer in oase it wag net eaten. Un being asked
how they eipected to make the tnp of 50 miles with
their ridionlous cutt, ope of them replied: * That's
casy crongh, We intend to kill envogh game and
sleep sn daras’  Verily the fools are ot all desd

| Leases worshs Dally Timea 1fith.

Liswitiry oF Raturosn Conrantes,—A judgment
was silirmed at the Geveral Term of the Snprems |
Uonrt in Cipeinuati on the 1th inst,, which ia of inter-
st to travelers and milroad companica, A geotleinan
purchssed A ticket in Washiogton from & gensrnl
sxont of 81l the lives throngh to Cincinnati,  When he
srrived his bugoege was nijssing, snd he subsequentiy
sued the Little Mismi Kailroad Company for its valoe,
| ard a judgment was recoverad in the Court below.
| This waa affirmed, opon the ground that the ticket
was recogtized by the defendants, which was sutficient
ev.dinee of the authority of the egent at Wnaniogton,
Toera were no circnmstances fo show that thers was 2
| division or separstion of contracts a3 to the vatious
| lines in regard to the passenger and his bageage.

Piki's Pag Got n.—Mr, Wi, 8, Walsh, frosh from
Perver City, has brooght to Leaveaworth §10 worth
of gold dust, which he dog in twenty days with indif-
ferent tools, Mr, Samnel Cartis, who left Feb, 16,
telin the editor of The O'mba Republiean that o miner,
with rockers, will make from five to eight dollars
8 day doring the Semmer, and from eight to twenty
dollurs where water can be obtaived from sinices, The
Leet diggivgs are on Cherry Croek, Dry Creek, Platte
River, and Vasqaes Fork ~ Shot gold hae been fourd
on San Vrain's Fork, The old Californiass at the
wines, are satisfied with their prospecta, and all feel
confidert that great discoveries will be made in the
mountaivs,
| . Bouke,—The Caoadisn Parlisment is intently en-
gaged in inyestigatiog what may be taxed. The other |
evening in debating the Customs Lill ope member
| stated that the Bible was to be charged & dut of ten

or cept, Several members desired the removal of this
dnty and the Goversment opposed &hw.-mi'ugning thlli
fore al

iod will be

ttlemen re. |

wour sgadn this seesion, M:, Pike, yoaars |

| tfice, n 8

| Tazew cu princtial eats

| rean, and to talie e etpts from the Golles

PUBLIC MEETINGS,

4——‘-—-
= BOARD OF ALDERMEN,
oNDAY, March 28— A commasicatios was
ceived from the Controller, aa followe: L i
Ciry upbl\'i weYonk, Deranrmest or Fisavey,
Costnoreen’s Opricr, March 38 159

Grerrenes o Tue Coxvus {‘\,; SCit: The Cope
troller begs leave respactially to {oform your hogope
able bodies of the measarcs-od pted and cours pupe
ened by him sinee bis socession 15 office, in relation 1y
the scoks and scoounts partsiniog to the fiscal affaryg
of the Corporation,

Owing to the confasion found to exist. it was deamed
ndyisnbie to opec an entire vew set of books in thig
Department, aod requisition wsa sccordingly made
for euch books e were consileref nocessary, which
aave sluce beer recvived. A L ouls 1) owne prvparad, sud
optes ther of addissie & 0 the sevs ets of the Corpirge
tiow, endlie g por W foraation, subsisutially ae follows: L l:n.
ard to the Bools and soceunte brpt by them reepetively, £
W hat perfodica coratb sl petarn o peporte Bave berstofarg
el made, by 3, apd 1o wnom mede ! 3, oied nige
gratiora in regard %o any Winprovemete (4 the metdods of soge
guit'te the basigess of the Corpmatioe, and b C# the aoe
rourts thereol, & Dioectiog toas 00 chavge should be made in

the forms of beening sad tendericg toe city accounts, cutil pros
perited be thie Departoect

A copy of sald circuar s be & oubmitted

The Coutroller bappy in % abe 1> Teport t5 youl

tororad e bolies thet progpt very mtialactory replies were
auy lu.:_n: ficm '..‘I.p varmas Corpenation offivers to waom big
circular o | was sclremsed, D Tespect Lie mrcounts hepy
and rendered by them. it ‘

lo erder o obtain proper sturtne po'sts for the varlous
ats of fevenue s ome, the Necsiver of Tazes, the Col-
vetor of Ansensments, te Clers of Arrears, and the Colect o of
ity PRevennre, were severally callod upon fur statemests ln do=
tall of the sreunts dne = Corporation aod fu their bands ros
pectively fur callection of the covnrDeement of the

tacal year, Tee Bevwoer of Tanes, baoioa compieted 0l a
t of the taxes and ate of Crotnn water recis remslalag
, usnmmitted 8 stabnmect thereal sromw daye sloos,
1 prepated, [0 com, isoce wih directises from this
f the tox-Dooke, showirg (it deta'] oll the
et WOEoR s el thet e
wutils of this boaues of

ams

L
trtemme of sush tanss aud Lol wals
recestnry for cpeting the proper

| buslineass.

The sronnt of taxed and arreats of Croton water tents onsole
lected on Jau. 1, 1659, (o charge of the Rocolver of Tases, wag

w i llows;
Taxes ou real estate vornnsanssssanes PONLASE OF
Pruen on pereinn 198, s saeernsnns S5.4T0 29
he years sgd to 1887,
wsee 149,176 0¥
%00 39

of the yeur
for

both (neloaive svnues sarpRnuEy
srendy of Crotop waler rosta for the year 1057,

o wcimd by B, sass of persoas from whom cols
leated, pmontt of tax and amo 91 of loterwt, He aleo pays
vrerto the County Tressurer dally the movews coll fug
sanes, and to the Copmberiain the woneve recsived on aecoung
of wrevarnof Urotor water repts, L Which be takes rienipss fn

i doplicate, voples of whivh are ued with the Coatinller.

Less dally roccits of collections are carefully sxamioed sod
i dwihtte dupllcate tasboks belire mweationed, sud
the tEtetr st tior s are aleo ex aminsd, aad all ereors apd dies
ety dlarvored thorein are oo iocted before they are filed,
ar il the entries thereof mede.

The Deputy and Acting Strest Commilswloner hss fursished &
stat et of the amoiute spparently 4ie 1o the Corpetation upoa
the vatloos sesessuent lete in the haods of the Collector of Ase
eesntieuts 0B the Lat of Jaunary, & «opy of which ls beteto ape
perded

The amougt wpresented to be dus upon sssessments fop
oprn'ng Cootral Park and the Bowery extension, to be cradited
e the * Ansesvmert Fund,” Baececccias sonnnssreess SEHL109 6O
The smonpt reported to be dus 90N acsosement

Linte tor sweious sireet aud other huproveimeots, to
be credited to * coutizmed,” i 104 636 96

Totalisssansornonnonranssssnsrsassonsasnenss BLONTE &5

A detalled peconnt of the ltemn Loe tpan each of theee Hete
has boen called jor, apd the Contioder hopes to reeelen tho
anine g0, 1t b proposed 1o Bave coplis of sl sssesment liste
taken in booke to be kept for that | i the Auditiug Bue

1

to kim for gillection, the am
duly charged T bim in the booke 'I-.r i the Controller s (1 fica,
le vrdeg to « xamice the aecoants of colleetions by the Collector

{ Asscasmrents, It o required taat teports i dotail of sush ools
levthope, showieg (Ul perticulare Uit lociudiog lntorest cale
eaintions, cto,, shall e rendrind by lim daily to the Controller,
It is ales proped v the Collestor shall be required to pap
aver the monry® ivenived by him sod the Depaty Colleetors

ai ute sent

wach -:nr, Inatead of recalning e same lor several days, socords
tog to the prosent i we
Pen Clerh of Arr has not yet filly completed the acoount

of all the Bema of + and asvconments fu e hasde on the Tog
of Jantiary, bt bus engnged upon B all the elerical force ut bin
Eispoal. anid it L ih o be tisshed very soon,

The amouurs itw outsanding sud interest om bondg
ard morteages o the hands of the Co'lect or of Cliy Reaveiue
bawe aipomdy besn reported fo vour bonorable bolise, [Seg
Dev. 15 of toe Board of Aldermoon, paaes 1 to 19, ioelusive. |

The Clerk of Artears, who formerly made his setaros and
pobd over to the Chamber ato his collectons weekly, pow makes
:‘I!I' repurts, and alse paye wver all moneys collected by blay
»!

‘l't- D-rq:y Colloctorn of the Clty Revenus who bave charze
of the col ections of Martet renta sud fees, bave berstofore
pald over thelr ¢ weekly, but fiom and after lat

tr-é will bw requ's to ke dally returus, aod the Collsctur
of Clty Revenue will alen pay over to the Chambetisln dally oll
moneys reoelved by tlm.

Tha Coutrolier is happy to state that be hopes 1o be abie
hefore long to get all the accounts of the Corporstion fn satie=
fastory cocditton, s far an 1t tespecis the correut business, sad
alss be prepared to undertake the atiustment of 8l each old
17 atters 48 may tequire ite attention,  Hespectfnlly sbmitted,

ROBERT T, HHAWS, Controllar,
; Fiva Lugdred copies ondered printod in docnment
arm.

The Mayor vetoad a resolution to lay & crosswalk i
Fifteenth street, hocause it was pot accompaaied witle
the ordinance veceseary to creats o lieg on the
property.

In teply to a resolution ealling on Chisf Ecginesr
Harry Howard to tell the ity what has basn the cost
of keepiog the steam tire ensines in service, that fune-
tiopary replied that be couldn't tell anything abont it.

A communication waa received from the Strest Coms
missloner, requesting that estimates be made of the
depth of water in the followicg named alips, n'i:|¢ ta
the fact that cortain partiea, lossces of picrs and nr.
ara demanding Jedustions from their rents om the
ground that the slips are not dredged to the
depth:  Pilers Nos, 43, 46, 48 and 53, and slipa a:t of
Bioome, Delancay snd Rivivgton streets, Enst River,
ard Piera Nos, 14, 20, 20, 46 47 and 48, foot of Taens
ty-ixth and Twentyeighth streats, and hulicheads
fiot of Foarteenth street, North Rivor, Referred to
the Committee on Wharves, Piers and Slips.

A commupieation was receivad from the Streak

no discrimination ehould be allowed,
books, except B comparatively meager lot of English
copyrights, have entered free of daty, and the result
of appiying a duty will be to ntterly bresk up the
hookeelling busicess in Causds, Nice-tentha of all
the hooks rend in tha Provinoes are manofactared io
the United States, cansed not leas by the cheapnass
| than the general better utyle in which the books are
gutten np.

Tur Lowe Brince.—On Tuesday afterncon, ae
{1 ree ladies, necompanied by some male frisnds, were
croesing the Loog Bridge, ons of them snddenly disap-
peared to her waist through the flooring—a plaak, on
‘e epd of which she had placed her foot, havisg
tipped np snd let her throngh., Fortunately for the
Indy, her crinolipe extonded leyond the limits of the
| aperture through which ¢he ad fallen, and it, to-

gether with ber pressnce of mind in extesding her
| arme, saved her from death, [ Waah, States, 2ith,

Noruise New Usnen 1ug Svs,—An exceadingly
onrinpe book hias Jat sppesred at Paris, from the pen
| of M. Edonard Fournier, the learred aod witty (eulle-
tonist of La Parrwe. It i in two volames, and is en-
tithed * OId New " | Viewenenf). The author tries to
prove that most of our bonate t modern inventions and
discuveriea were in reality koown already to the
snciept (irecks sod Komans, not to speak of the
Eygyptiacs and the iubabitante of the Celeatial Empire.

Karurn Rarin.—The negro Heory, who murdered
Mr. Wm. Watkine, in Carroll parien, La., two weeks
sipee, was esptured on Sundsy, taken to Lake Provi-
denee aed tried on Toesday, snd bung on Friday. T%e
Herald sags fanys wers extertained that the mundarer
would be wrestsd from the officers wan with a view of
burzipg bam at the stake, g0 great waithe indigna-
tion of the people.

A Jart or Sorin Roce,—The peaple of Calhonn
County, Alabama, are building a jail, the firal atory of
wi el 1 to be of solid rock, and no rock allowed thers-
in less than thres fect long, three feet wide, aud sight-
een ipches thick., Every rock in the dangeon is to be
dowel-d and the outsice all hammer-faced. The lower
story is divided into three rooms—ooe & dupgron, one
for debtors, and one for femnales.

Exonts of Siaves.—We learn from The Keokuk
(Gate Cuy, thst a drove of seventy fagitive slaves,
from the porthern counties of Missoiri, passed through
Burlington, lows, lust Sendsy moruing, on their way
to the land of Freedom.

Iiave GinpL,—Jans Bonesteel recently shot a wild
ont, ard brought him down from a tree, pear her
fathier's bouse in the town of Martal, up North. The
acimal then grappled with her dog, when #he jomed |
iz #ud pounded the * baste” until he was dead,

The lste James Allen, of Mirsisaipni, loft aa estats
worth sbout #2204 to Oglsthorpe Usiversity. Toe
Sypod of Alsbama, nt ther late mecting at Mohile,
resolved to raise $15,000, to erect additional baildings
for the acoommodntion of the atudenta of thie University.

| Ovn Frrsy Disi sepastueer,—The Havana Dia- |
ria de Marino says thst the failure of the £30,000,000 |
Cubay porchass bill, avd the non-rasifioation of the |

| Case-Yrisenrri treaty, way be jderad ss our first

| disenchantment as & progressive And exjansve puo- |

1 |
ple.
powsen,—In Ralls Coonty, Mo ,

| Frvr Pinsons D |
| on Tharsday of last week, Mrs. Kebaccs Hayden, & l
l widow Indy. azd her four children, while attempting to

cross Salt River, were all drowued. They wers io a !

boggy, which they ecdesvored to drive across the |
ford, when it npeet. !

I Crysvs oF Lovstasa.—Offcial isformation, re-
ried to the Legislature of Loneisgs, civea the ful-

| lowiog population of the State: Whites, 335,007, |

slaves, N5 500, free m!ur!df 18164, Total, 616,971,

The asscaseed valoe of taxabla property is $378.004,. |
| 234, of which New-Urleaps hag $9% 250 70, The as- |
seaped taxes on the whole are §1,996,503, of which |
| New-Qriease furnishen $453,504, |

| prevected. It came

Commi ‘a offies, stating that, in order to mmp.lﬁ
with the Controller's request to furnish copies of
the nocollected itoma of assessmant on the Is* of Jan-
unry, 1850, be would need two extra clarke; and thers-
npou the Bosrd was rhquested to anthorize the eme
ployment of the anid clerks for two mouthe, st & salary
pot to excend £100 per month. Committes on Salarieg
and Officea,  Adjonurned.
=

BOARD OF COUNCILMEN.

A regular moeting of the Board was Leld yosterday
aftervoon, Mr. CorsELL in the chair,

The Eicue Lav.~Tne resolution of the Board of
Alderoen recommending pussage of & bill intro=
duced into the Legisiatore by Senator Johnson, entitled
“ Aumet to suppress Intemperance, and to :zuhu
“ the sule of Spirituous Liquors,” was received, aud
the bl referied to waa read, ]

Mr. Orransos moved that the resolation ba
amended by & suzgestion to subsiitate the worde
“ members of the Board of Councilmen ' instesd of
“ the Board of Aldermen,” ax the bill reqnired that
the controlling power over the Excise Commissionera
should bs vested in the reprasentatived of Senatorial
Districta in the Common Conpeil.  The members of
the Board of Aldermen not being chosen by 3
districts, they were preciuded Ly the provisions of tha
bill from havirg any control in the matter. The res=
olution as amended was sdopted,

New Fire Lell—=The report of the Committee om
Fire Department autborizing the Strest Commissioper
to ndvertise for 8 new fire alarm bell for the beli-towese
at Yorkville was concurred in,

The City Inspector's Department.—Mr, FREAR
sulmitted nn anendment to the ordinaces o regalats
the City Inspector's Dep It suggants that
the Soperintendent of Ssaitary Inspection shall dis-
clhurge the duties of u': City 1 2 i:-kh“”em::
that fusctiopsry may preven y #
otherwisa from sttesding o the duties of his office.
15 was laid over, acd ordersd to be printed,

Another Horse Overbourd.~ Ove of those pameroud
bills for loss of 8 berse, by backing off & |, WAS
ap oo areport of the Committes

paying Soith Brofhers for loss
which was backed off tha

on Fivance in favor
o' n horse, valued at $125,
pier foot of Broome etreet, East River.

After a few more remarks the 7
ted by the Board, Acjourned to T
ey

BOALRD GF SUPERVISORS.

Mosnar, Mazel 94 —The Board metthis afternoon,

President Preny in the chair,
A bill of Norman Mcleod, amooetiog to §401 60,
Jail for the

fur eupplies furtiched tue Eldridge-
wenth of Febraary, was referred,

The Committon ou Consty Ofices reported jn favor
of payirg the Lil of Wm J, Huskett (§130) for serve
ires ne bxcige Commismoner, nod §20 for offios reste

Mr. Krssaoy remarked toat it was espoctad the
Lovine «f that Commiesion would st lesat pay i OWR
expenses, if the business was properly m It
bad better be abolished if it could not bring ia safii-
ciert to the Coun'yto pay tue Commissionsra’ fees
end offce-rent, (e of the Commissiogers bad nol a8
yet hncded ina Lill for bis serviws, for the re
that ha did pot consider them of eufficient bensfit
the Conety; yet that Commisioner did as much
vice na the others. It was an ucd
tue Commussioers, in the first plsce, thet
rent abould be charged to the Conoty, the
woners agreeing to meet at Mr, Haskett's |
fur the purpose solely of obliging him, aod to
vantage to bun by bringiog business,

Mr. Twyen emd this was & mattar entirely
the Committes, and 88 (L was vhjseted to, be
that the paper be re!’nrml"l;a;:j.' Uariied.

A resolution to sppropri \ to procare
for clothing for destitute witoesses at the
Ke'epton in White street was adopted.

The Board adjourned to Mopday peat,

was recommits
uraday.
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